
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CONGREGATION SHAAR HASHOMAYIM 

 
 

115 GILES BLVD. EAST, WINDSOR, ONTARIO  N9A 4C1 

PHONE: 519-256-3123 ● EMAIL: shaar@mnsi.net ● WEBSITE: www.shaarwindsor.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TAMUZ – AV 5784 NEWSLETTER 
JULY-AUGUST 2024 

 

Join us for Shabbat Services followed by Kiddush every Saturday at 9:00 am 
 and Morning Minyan followed by Breakfast every Sunday at 8:30 am. 

 



 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

July/August 2024 
Hello Everyone, 
 
Enjoying the summer?  You can enjoy it even 
more and also add some shabbat, as we are 
having a Bar-B-Que on Friday, July 19th, 
combined with a Friday Shabbat Service.  Come 
and enjoy and enlighten your soul and fill your 
belly.  Our Social Committee has put a lot of 
effort into adding to the Shaar offering, so 
please support and enjoy. 
 
Attention Fressers, do not delay, waiting till the 
last minute will leave you out on the street.  The 
Man’s Lunch is 70% sold, so if you haven’t called 
into or emailed, Katerina, and paid for your seat, 
you may be out of luck (GLYC), if you think you 
can just show up, there won’t be a SEAT left.  
We have 300 seats and the response so far has 
been staggering.  Please Don’t wait, or no 
Corned Beef for you.  
 
Yikzor Appeal will be here before you know it 
and this past year we have had added security 
costs and this will also carry into the future.  
Security Cameras have been added and a 
second monitoring station and added police 
presence have all added to our operating 
expenses.  We have had further plumbing 
repairs which are part of operating an older 
building and after 21 years of operation, the 
elevator now needs a significant repair, which is 
in process. 
 
This past Sunday Morning, we had 8 for Rosh 
Chodesh minyan and although eight is great, it 
doesn’t work when we need 10!!!  Gentlemen, I 
know its summer and its holidays, but there is 
no rest for the minyan; please attend. 
 
Happy Summer Holidays.  Stay Cool. 

 
Bill Mechanic 
President 
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim 
 

LOOKING FOR SHOMERS  

(MEN & WOMEN) 
 

According to Jewish tradition, 
the deceased should not be left 
unattended.  A shomer (watch 
person), stays with the 
deceased from the time of 
death until the funeral and 

burial. Shomers work in shifts with other shomers. 
Usually, we can accommodate what times you can work. 
Shomers are compensated for their time.  Shomers are 
not involved with preparing the body for burial.  Please 
consider this mitzvah.  Call the Shaar Office at 519-256-
3123 or email shaar@mnsi.net and our funeral director 
will call you back with a further explanation. 

 

MEETINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

THE NEXT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING WILL BE HELD ON: 
 

MONDAY, 
July 29th, 2024 

at 6:30 pm via Zoom 
 

THE NEXT SHAAR SOCIAL 

COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE 
HELD ON: 

 
MONDAY, 

August 12th, 2024 
at 6:30 pm in the Charles Zalev 

Social Hall 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

EVENTS / HOLIDAYS 
 

 Summer BBQ Special 
Shabbat 

Fri July 19, 2024 

 Civic Holiday Mon Aug 5, 2024 

 Negev Dinner 2024 Thurs Aug 8, 2024 

 Labour Day Mon Sept 2, 2024 

 The Man’s Lunch #7 in the 
Shaar Social Hall 

Thurs Sept 26, 2024 
at 11:30 am 

 Erev Rosh Hashanah Wed Oct 2, 2024 

 Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Thurs Oct 3, 2024 

 Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Fri Oct 4, 2024 

 Kol Nidre  Fri Oct 11, 2024 

 Yom Kippur Yizkor Sat Oct 12, 2024 

 Erev Sukkot Wed Oct 16, 2024 

 Sukkot Day 1 Thurs Oct 17, 2024 

 Sukkot Day 2 Fri Oct 18, 2024 

 Shemini Atzeret Yizkor Thurs Oct 24, 2024 

 Simchat Torah Fri Oct 25, 2024 

 Chanukah (1st Candle) Wed Dec 25, 2024 

 Chanukah (8th Candle) Wed Jan 1, 2025 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 

 
 

Philip Friedman Thursday July 4 

Jerry Goldberg Wednesday July 10 

Stephen Cheifetz Wednesday July 10 

Shana Abraham Thursday July 11 

Brenda Udell Friday July 12 

Mark Abraham Saturday July 13 

Arnold Blaine Saturday July 13 

Chavi Galperin Tuesday July 16 

Myra Brachfeld Wednesday July 17 

Dr. Jerry Kopstein Friday July 19 

Miniona Tcherkezova Monday July 22 

Sheldon Schwartz Monday August 5 

Rachel Mechanic Friday August 9 

Connie Miller Sunday August 11 

Stephen Kamen Sunday August 18 

Danielle Spinner Friday August 30 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
 

During the Torah reading, 
prayers are offered for those 
seeking recovery from illness 
(misheberach).   
The congregants tell the Gabbai 

the sick person's name and mother's name, 
preferably in Hebrew, i.e., Rivka bat Sara. 
An interesting item to note: Prayers for the sick 
reference the sick person's mother's name and 
prayers for someone who is receiving an aliyah 
reference the person's father's name. According to 
Jewish law, a father's name is like a surname, used 
only for the purpose of identification. A mother, 
however, is associated with life and the soul.  To 
request a prayer, please visit: 
http://www.shaarwindsor.org/request-a-prayer 
 

If you or anyone you know requires a 
Misheberach, please call the Shaar Office at 519-
256-3123 before 12:00 pm on Friday and let us 
know the Hebrew name and mother's Hebrew 
name. 
 

CONDOLENCES 

 

Condolences to Dr. Howard Bernstein and 
Charlene Kerman, on the passing of beloved 
brother, Bernard (Bernie) Norman Bernstein 
(AH).  The graveside funeral service was held on 
Monday, July 8th, 2024 at the Shaar Hashomayim 
Cemetery. 
 

May his memory be for a blessing. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING UNVEILING 

 

 Janice Spinner (AH) 

Friday, September 27, 2024 
11:00 am 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNVEILINGS & FUNERALS 
 

Dear Community Members: 

We kindly request you to advise the Shaar office of any Funeral 
and Unveiling date.  The Shaar office will attempt to announce 

the unveiling in advance if so desired.  If an unveiling is private, 
please inform the Shaar office in order that we may advise the  

Shaar Cemetery caretaker to make the necessary preparations 
at the cemetery.  Phone: 519-256-3123 ● Fax: 519-256-3124 ● 

E-mail: shaar@mnsi.net 

FUNERAL SERVICE PHONE # 

 

The phone number for the Windsor Jewish Community 
Funeral Services is  

519-564-6788 
 

  
MORNING MINYAN AT THE SHAAR 

To request a morning minyan for the observance of 
yahrzeit, or for the mourners’ Kaddish to be said in 
memory of a loved one, please contact the Shaar 
office at 519-256-3123 or shaar@mnsi.net 
 

Subject: Tombstone 
A tombstone contains the Jewish names of the deceased 
in Hebrew, preceded by the letters פ”נ, which is an 
acronym for פה נטמן (“here lies”). Generally, Ashkenazim 
also include the father’s name, and Sephardim include the 
mother’s name, and it is not uncommon to include both. If 
the deceased was a Kohen or Levite, the father’s name is 
used. The Jewish date of passing should also be included. 
It is traditional to write on the bottom ת.נ.צ.ב.ה., which 
stands for תהא נפשו/ה צרורה בצרור החיים, “may his/her 
soul be bound in the bond of life.” Avoid writing excessive 
or inaccurate praise of the deceased. 
 

Tax Planning-Planned Giving 
Plan now to save taxes later. 

 
Let’s consider David, who owns $100,000.00 of bank 
stock which he bought decades ago at $40,000.00. He 
also had $250,000.00 remaining in his RRIF. Without 
any planning, his tax bill for the year of death would be 
approximately $15,000 of capital gains tax on the bank 
stock and up to $134,000 of tax on the RRIF, depending 
on his other income in the year of death. 
 
If David decides to leave the $100,000 bank stock to a 
charity in his will, he will save the $15,000 in capital 
gains tax upon death, and get a donation receipt for 
$100,000 which can save him approximately $50,000 in 
tax when applied against the tax owing on the RRIF. 
 
The Charity gets $100,000.00 and the estate has saved 
$65,000.00 in tax. 
As with any tax-planned giving, be sure to consult with 
your tax advisor and lawyer to ensure these strategies 
make sense in the context of your entire estate plan. 

 

 

 
Andrew Richter: Trudeau's lack of support 

for the Jewish community is a purely 
political calculation 

 
The Liberals appear to have concluded that with 
so few Jews, focusing attention on antisemitism 
might not move the electoral needle 
 
Author of the article: 
Andrew Richter, Special to National Post 
Published Jun 25, 2024 
 

Broken glass is seen 
outside the Sgoolai 
Israel Synagogue in 
Fredericton, after it was 
vandalized on 
International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day in January. PHOTO BY 
POSTMEDIA NETWORK 
 
How can one explain the fact that a Canadian 
government that has been so quick to apologize 
for every blemish in our nation’s history has been 
so adverse to speaking out against the growing 
tide of antisemitism on display from coast to 
coast? 
 
By now, the litany of incidents should be well 
known — Jewish schools shot at, Jewish religious 
institutions desecrated with racist graffiti, Jewish 
students being bullied and harassed. The list 
goes on. When these incidents began shortly 
after Hamas’s October 7 terrorist attack on 
Israel, one could reasonably claim that they were 
isolated. They have now become increasingly 
routine. 
 
At the same time, the response of our politicians 
has been shockingly insufficient. In fact, I can 
easily highlight the few who have called out the 

problem and the country’s (non) response. It’s a 
regrettably short list. 
 
At the top of it would be Liberal MP Anthony 
Housefather, who has publicly called on his 
government to do more and considered leaving 
the party in the spring, after an NDP motion on 
the Israel-Hamas war passed with overwhelming 
Liberal support. 
 
Others who deserve mention include 
independent MP Kevin Vuong and Ontario MPPs 
Goldie Ghamari (an Iranian dissident and vocal 
supporter of Israel) and Stephen Lecce. Former 
prime ministers Brian Mulroney (since deceased) 
and Stephen Harper have also been passionate 
defenders of the Jewish state for years. 
 
But these voices have been few and far between. 
The larger political silence has been deafening, 
in particular the response from the federal 
government, and especially from Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau. Even the government’s special 
envoy on combating antisemitism, Deborah 
Lyons, has, somewhat amazingly, had virtually 
nothing to say. 
 
Indeed, the standard response of the Liberal 
government to each incident has been to issue a 
statement that such cases do “not reflect who 
we are.” It’s an easy (non) response that 
requires little thought and even less commitment 
to actually doing something. Worse, it’s a 
meaningless phrase, and suggests a government 
that is not seriously engaged on the issue. 
 
As a result, the country’s Jewish community feels 
abandoned by their government. They have 
watched in horror as both ugly rhetoric and 
physical displays of violence have been directed 
toward them, and yet the federal government 
apparently sees no cause for alarm, nor a reason 
to take the issue more seriously. It’s a turn of → 

 

PRE-PLAN YOUR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS  

– FOR PEACE OF MIND – 
 

Addressing one’s mortality can be sobering.  Pre-planning 
provides a way to move beyond anxiety, towards clear, 
thoughtful decision making.  It makes sense for families 
to have a plan in place. 
 

Call the Windsor Jewish Funeral Services phone 
number at 519-564-6788 and one of our Funeral 
Directors can answer all of your questions, such as: 
 

 What type of service, location 
 Picking your plot location 
 Who you want as pall bearers 
 Who you would like to deliver the eulogy 
 Halachic Guidelines 
 Prices 
 Special requests 

 

Your wishes will be recorded, saved and kept 
confidential.   
 

Pre-planning a funeral is one of the most important 
things you will do and feel good once it’s done. 
 

Make the call today. 

 

MAY - OCTOBER 



 

…Continued from National Post article → 
 
events that would have been unimaginable just a few 
years ago. 
 
The question that must be asked, then, is: why has 
the government not taken a firmer stand and offered 
the Jewish community the kind of full-throated 
support it would have surely offered the Muslim 
community, or the Black community, or the LGBTQ+ 
community, or literally any other community in the 
country if they were facing similar threats? 
 
Indeed, does anyone seriously doubt that if any one 
of those communities came under persistent attack, 
this prime minister would repeatedly vow to do 
whatever it took to end the taunts and violence, and 
to help put those responsible in jail? 
 
I believe the government, perhaps not surprisingly 
given its penchant to see everything through a 
political lens, has decided that ignoring this problem 
is the preferred political strategy — the one that runs 
the least risk of political pushback. 
 
The Liberals — who have abandoned their traditional 
position toward Israel and become a vocal critic of it 
since October 7 — have seemingly concluded that 
calling out antisemitism might stir up a hornet’s nest 
of conflicting interpretations and that this is not worth 
the effort. Particularly at a time when there are pro-
Palestinian marches and encampments in cities across 
the country. 
 
An example might help clarify this. The phrase, “From 
the river to the sea, Palestine will be free,” is routinely 
chanted at demonstrations. Many members of the 
Jewish community believe it is antisemitic and 
qualifies as hate speech (as they argue it’s a call for 
genocide). Many believe those who chant it in public 
should face consequences. 
 
On the contrary, Palestinians maintain it’s nothing of 
the sort, as it’s a call for their people to be free from 
interference. Such differing interpretations are difficult 
to sort out, and the simplest solution may be to just 
ignore them, especially in a country that tries to avoid 
contentious public debates. Similar conflicting 
narratives emerge with virtually anything to do with 

October 7 (despite the utterly horrific nature of that 
day’s events). 
 
Perhaps another factor at play is the shifting 
demographics in Canada. The country’s Jewish 
community stands at about 350,000 people, and has 
been relatively static for decades. The Liberals might 
have concluded that with so few Jewish-Canadians, 
focusing attention on antisemitism might not move 
the electoral needle, so why bother? 
 
Given the Liberals’ long-standing practise of focusing 
on diaspora communities that offer potential electoral 
rewards, the small size of the Jewish community might 
portend its waning influence in Canadian politics. 
 
Whatever the explanation for the federal 
government’s inaction and indifference, it is shocking 
and sad. For much of its history, Canada has had a 
difficult relationship with Jews. Canada had one of the 
most restrictive immigration policies in the entire 
western world prior to the Second World War (i.e., 
“none is too many”), and had quotas for decades 
afterwards, which ensured that Jewish citizens were 
often unable to get the jobs they were qualified for 
and had trained for. 
 
On top of this, there was routine prejudice against 
Jews in virtually all of Canada for decades (which the 
great Montreal writer Mordecai Richler chronicled). 
This was not very long ago. Thus, to witness what is 
happening today is especially disappointing, and an 
ugly reminder of this country’s past. 
 
This is a difficult time for Canada’s Jewish community. 
It has watched as a rising tide of hate has been 
directed towards it, and the response from Ottawa has 
largely been one of silence. That is appalling and 
shameful.  Canada must do better, and that should 
start with the country’s federal government and its 
beleaguered prime minister. Failure to do so should 
surely disqualify the Liberal party as a legitimate 
contender for national office. 
 
National Post 
 
Andrew Richter is an associate professor of political 
science at the University of Windsor. 

KIDDUSH SPONSORS 
 

A Kiddush was held on 
Saturday, June 22, 2024  
In memory of beloved parents, 
Israel & Beatrice Libby 
Rudover (AH).  Sponsored by 
Allan & Heather Rudover. 
 
Saturday, August 17, 2024  
In memory of beloved mother, 
Emily Enkin (AH).  
Sponsored by Fran, Katie & 
Max Enkin. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING 

MINYAN BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, August 4, 2024 
In memory of beloved mother, 
Myrna Gumprich (AH).  
Sponsored by Terry Peretz. 

 

CONDOLENCE CARDS 

 

“MAY G-D COMFORT YOU AMONG OTHER 
MOURNERS OF ZION AND JERUSALEM” 

 

To: Family of the Late Bernie 
Bernstein (AH) 

 In memory of beloved brother, 
Bernie Bernstein (AH). 

By: Dave & Donna Abraham & Family 
 
 

To: The Daitch Family 
In memory of beloved husband and 
father, Marvin Daitch (AH).  

By: Brenda Kovinsky & Family (The Kovinsky 

Family Fund) 

 

MAZEL TOV 

 

To: Diane & Arnie Blaine 
 In honour of your son, 

Colin’s, engagement to Lisa. 
 By: Howard Spinner 

 

JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF 

TORONTO 
 

Please consider joining 
the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Toronto.  We 

offer programs available by Zoom on a 
monthly basis, resources and mentoring to 
individuals who wish to explore their roots.  
Membership is only $40 a year and is tax 
deductible.  For information, contact Windsor 
member and JGS Toronto secretary, Ken 
Golish, kgolish@jgstoronto.ca or check out 
our website, www.jgstoronto.ca 

 

DONATION FUNDS 
 

To assist you in designating where you wish 
your contributions/donations to be applied, 
the following are general and specific funds 
available: 
 Cemetery Beautification Fund 
 Sanctuary Repair Fund 
 Torah Restoration 

 
 



 

 CANDLES FOR SALE IN THE 

SHAAR OFFICE 
 

 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES 

 

JNF BLUE BOXES 
 

The Shaar Office has JNF Blue Boxes 
available for pick up, Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm. 
 

MISC. ITEMS AVAILABLE 

 

 “THE WISHING WELL” 
 

The Congregation Shaar Hashomayim 
“Wish List” at this time is as follows: 

 New Lawnmower 

 New Siddurs 
 New Carpet for Sanctuary 

 New Flooring for Classrooms  
If you wish to donate towards the above, please 
contact the Shaar Hashomayim office at 519-256-
3123 or email: shaar@mnsi.net 

RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER 

BY EMAIL 
 

 
 

TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THIS 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER,  

PLEASE JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST 
 

Our newsletter is delivered quicker by 
email 

 
HELP US SAVE ON POSTAGE AND 
PAPER COSTS, BY SENDING YOUR  

EMAIL ADDRESS TO shaar@mnsi.net 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

PRESIDENT  BILL MECHANIC 
VICE-PRESIDENT MARK ABRAHAM 
SECRETARY  ARNOLD BLAINE 
TREASURER  HOWARD SPINNER 
REL. SCHOOL CHAIR MARION ZELLER 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRES’T:  BRIAN LAZARUS 
GABBAI   DAVID LAZARUS 
RELIGIOUS VP  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
 

DAVID ABRAHAM 
DONNA ABRAHAM 
JESSICA ADLER   
DIANE BLAINE 
JOSH CHEIFETZ 
JACK EISENBERG 
FRAN ENKIN 
NIR FRENKEL 
CHERYL GOLD 
KEN GOLISH 
STEPHEN KAMEN 
JOSH LAZARUS 
SUSAN MUROFF 
RAFAEL SIONOV 
STUART ZELLER 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

BINGOS 

 
 

LIFE & LEGACY PROGRAM 
 

How will you assure Jewish 
tomorrow’s, Windsor?  By 
leaving a legacy today.   
Contact your Shaar team for 
more information at 519-256-

3123 or email shaar@mnsi.net with your name 
and phone number and the Shaar team will get 
in touch with you. 

 

Shabbat Box of 12 $ 2.00 

Yahrzeit Candle $ 1.00 

Members $ 200.00 

Non-Members $ 250.00 

Chumash (ArtScroll) $ 75.00 
Sigal ‘Tree of Life’ Inscribed 
Leaf: 

  

Members $ 118.00 
Non-Members $ 144.00 

Sigal Tree of Life Inscribed 
Stone 

 
$ 

 
1,000.00 

Card Donations (Minimum) $ 12.00 
Kiddush Sponsorship:   

Members $ 100.00 
Non-Members $ 150.00 

Sunday Morning Minyan 
Breakfast 

 
$ 

 
75.00 

Congregation Shaar 
Hashomayim is a proud 
member of the Paradise 

Charitable Gaming Centre 
Association. 

 
Bingos are held at Paradise Bingo, 2340 Dougall 
Avenue.  If you or any of your friends are bingo 
players, please be sure to use this venue as your 
preferred location. 
 
Thank you, to the following Bingo Volunteers who 
have worked the Bingos during the month of June 
2024: 
 
 Nir Frenkel  Heather Rudover 
 Tamir Frenkel  

 
If you would like to volunteer for a couple hours, 
please call the Shaar office at 519-256-3123 or 
email shaar@mnsi.net 

Owner 



 

 



 


