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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

November 2025 
 
What a year; in fact, WOW, what a Bar Mitzvah 
Micah had.  We are still cleaning up the Social Hall.  
Where do you start?  High Holidays, Sukkah Party 
(full house), lots of students attending Yom Kippur 
and Rosh Hashanah.  Simcha Torah Celebration.  
How do you keep up with all this. 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the High 
Holidays! We are so grateful for the spirit and 
energy you brought, filling our building with joy, 
warmth and community connection.  
 
We are also deeply thankful for all the Yizkor 
pledges. Your generosity strengthens our shul and 
everything we do together. 
 
The Shaar has Fantastic Staff, an active 
membership and devoted volunteers. 
 
Years of fixing the place up and we have had two 
Bar Mitzvah’s and two Bat Mitzvah’s in the last five 
months and a 25th-Year Anniversary for Katerina.  
Our new kitchens have been busy doing exactly 
what we needed from them and we did it up to 
code for the first time.  Do I sound proud?...of 
course I am.  The Goldhar’s had to call suppliers 
for smoked fish they haven’t dealt with in 25 years.  
Pearl’s Produce hasn’t shipped in this much Fruits 
and Vegetables to the Shaar in Years.   Hamilton 
Kosher knows area code 519 is Congregation 
Shaar Hashomayim calling for more food for a 
simchas. 
 

Hebrew School is back, the Windsor Jewish 
Teenagers have a new program kicking off this 
week.  This is great, but never forget, we need a 
minyan on Sunday mornings; that’s an area where 
we need help and speaking of the minyan, we lost 
one of our ten.  99 years of service to the Shaar, 
The Windsor Jewish Community and the Windsor 
Jewish War Veterans, everyone, stop for a minute 

and remember a great friend and Mench, Louie 
Parnes (AH). 
 
Louie always had a smile, a chuckle, a joke, or a jab 
for us at minyan.  I will always remember his smile 
and laugh.  Breakfast or Shaleshudes, Louie always 
had a comment for us, “Coffee is cold”, “The cups 
are too small”, “What, no fish?”.  Love ya, Louie. 
 
Didn’t matter what fundraiser I was raising for, Louie 
always had a cheque on the way from B’nai Birth or 
the Jewish War Veterans. 
 
We need Minyans.  Everyone, see you in Shul. 
 
And also, thank you to all the volunteers that put up 
and took down the Abraham Family Sukkah. 
 
Bill 

 
Bill Mechanic 
President of Congregation Shaar Hashomayim 

 

MEETINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

If you would like a digital copy of our Year-End 
Financial Statements (June 30, 2024) for the Shaar, 
please email your request to the Shaar Office at 
shaar@mnsi.net 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
THE NEXT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING WILL BE HELD ON: 
 

Tuesday, November 25th, 2025 
6:30 pm via Zoom 

 

THE NEXT SHAAR SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING WILL BE HELD ON: 

 

TO BE DETERMINED 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

EVENTS / HOLIDAYS 
 

 Jewish War Veterans 
Memorial at the WJCC 

Sun Nov 9, 2025 at 
11:00 am 

 CTEEN Windsor: Make Your 
Own Sushi Kick-Off Event at 
Chabad, Ages 13-17 

Sun Nov 9, 2025 at 
7:00 pm 

 Jewish Federation Book Fair 
at the WJCC 

Sun Nov 23, 2025 from 
12pm-8pm 

 Blue Box Day at WJCC Gym Sun Nov 30, 2025 from 
12pm-4pm 

 Ladies’ Night Out: Menorahs & 
Martinis at Chabad 

Tues Dec 2, 2025 at 
7:00 pm 

 Annual Community Menorah 
Lighting at Dieppe Gardens 

Sun Dec 14, 2025 at 
5:30 pm 

 Chanukah Sun Dec 14 to Sun Dec 
21, 2025 

 Office Open 9am-12pm Wed Dec 24, 2025 

 Office Closed Thurs Dec 25, 2025 

 Boxing Day – Office Closed Fri Dec 26, 2025 

 New Year’s Eve – Office Open 
9am-12pm 

Wed Dec 31, 2025 

 New Year’s Day – Office 
Closed 

Thurs Jan 1, 2026 
Happy New Year! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 

 
 

Edwin Blumberg Wednesday November 5 

Evelyn Volynsky Friday November 7 

Sarina Abraham Saturday November 8 

Rivka Galperin Monday November 10 
Rabbi Sholom Galperin Wednesday November 12 

Stuart Zeller Wednesday November 19 

Julieth Aguado Sunday November 23 

Bruce Elman Tuesday December 2 

Moses Brachfeld Saturday December 6 

Howard Spinner Friday December 12 

Natalie Slopen Sunday December 14 

Jerry Udell Wednesday December 17 

Fran Enkin Thursday December 18 

Sharon Strosberg Saturday December  20 

Esther Schwartz Wednesday December 24 

Max Abraham Thursday December 25 

Richard Manson Thursday December 25 

Chani Galperin Friday December 26 

Dr. Sheldon Lewis Monday December 29 

Jack Blaine Monday December 29 
Moshe Yitzchak Galperin Monday December 29 

Mary Lazarus Wednesday December 31 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
 

During the Torah reading, prayers are 
offered for those seeking recovery from 
illness (misheberach).   
The congregants tell the Gabbai the sick 
person's name and mother's name, 

preferably in Hebrew, i.e., Rivka bat Sara. 
 
An interesting item to note: Prayers for the sick reference the 
sick person's mother's name and prayers for someone who is 
receiving an aliyah reference the person's father's name. 
According to Jewish law, a father's name is like a surname, 
used only for the purpose of identification. A mother, however, 
is associated with life and the soul.  To request a prayer, please 
visit: http://www.shaarwindsor.org/request-a-prayer 
 
If you or anyone you know requires a Misheberach, please call 
the Shaar Office at 519-256-3123 before 12:00 pm on Friday 
and let us know the Hebrew name and mother's Hebrew name. 
 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Condolences to Fran Parnes and family, on the 
passing of beloved husband, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather, Louis Parnes (AH).  The 
graveside funeral service was held on Friday, 
October 3rd, 2025 at the Shaar Hashomayim 
Cemetery.  Rabbi Sholom Galperin officiated.   
 

Condolences to the family of Madelyn (Madie) 
Weingarden (AH), beloved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother.  The funeral 
service was held on Monday, October 6th, 2025 at 
Congregation Beth El.  Interment followed at the 
Congregation Beth El Cemetery.  Rabbi Gordon 
Fuller officiated. 
 

May their memories be for a blessing. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING UNVEILING 
 

 Elaine Cohen (AH)  
Sunday, November 30th, 2025 at 12:00 pm 



 

    

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNVEILINGS & FUNERALS 
 

Dear Community Members: 

We kindly request you to advise the Shaar office of any Funeral 
and Unveiling date.  The Shaar office will attempt to announce the 

unveiling in advance if so desired.  If an unveiling is private, please 
inform the Shaar office in order that we may advise the  

Shaar Cemetery caretaker to make the necessary preparations at 
the cemetery.  Phone: 519-256-3123 ● Fax: 519-256-3124 ● E-

mail: shaar@mnsi.net 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE PHONE # 

 

The phone number for the Windsor Jewish Community 

Funeral Services is 519-564-6788 

 

  
MORNING MINYAN AT THE SHAAR 

To request a morning minyan for the observance of 
yahrzeit, or for the mourners’ Kaddish to be said in memory 
of a loved one, please contact the Shaar office at 519-256-
3123 or shaar@mnsi.net 
 

Subject: Tombstone 
A tombstone contains the Jewish names of the deceased 
in Hebrew, preceded by the letters פ”נ, which is an 
acronym for פה נטמן (“here lies”). Generally, Ashkenazim 
also include the father’s name, and Sephardim include the 
mother’s name, and it is not uncommon to include both. If 
the deceased was a Kohen or Levite, the father’s name is 
used. The Jewish date of passing should also be included. 
It is traditional to write on the bottom ת.נ.צ.ב.ה., which 
stands for תהא נפשו/ה צרורה בצרור החיים, “may his/her 
soul be bound in the bond of life.” Avoid writing excessive 
or inaccurate praise of the deceased. 

 

 
Join us for Blue Box Day and help support Israel. Bring 
your full Blue Box (Tzedakah Box) and exchange it 
for a brand new one while helping Friends of JNF 
Canada continue its vital work in Israel. Everyone who 
exchanges their Blue Box will receive a FREE goodie 
bag! 
Date: Sunday, November 30, 2025 
Time: 12 PM – 4 PM (Drop-in anytime!) 

Location: Windsor JCC Gymnasium 
Your generosity helps support the people of Israel — 
one Blue Box at a time. 
For more information, contact Delali Adjagar at 
dadjagar@friendsofjnfca.org or call 1-800-806-8237 
x 403. 

2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

PRESIDENT  BILL MECHANIC 
VICE-PRESIDENT MARK ABRAHAM 
SECRETARY  ARNOLD BLAINE 
TREASURER  HOWARD SPINNER 
REL. SCHOOL CHAIR MARION ZELLER 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRES’T:  BRIAN LAZARUS 
GABBAI   DAVID LAZARUS 
RELIGIOUS VP  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
 

DAVID ABRAHAM 
DONNA ABRAHAM 
JESSICA ADLER   
DIANE BLAINE 
JOSH CHEIFETZ 
JACK EISENBERG 
FRAN ENKIN 
NIR FRENKEL 
CHERYL GOLD 
KEN GOLISH 
STEPHEN KAMEN 
JOSH LAZARUS 
RAFAEL SIONOV 
STUART ZELLER 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

BINGOS 

 

LIFE & LEGACY PROGRAM 
 

How will you assure Jewish 
tomorrow’s, Windsor?  By leaving 
a legacy today.   
Contact your Shaar team for more 
information at 519-256-3123 or 

email shaar@mnsi.net with your name and phone 
number and the Shaar team will get in touch with 
you. 

PRE-PLAN YOUR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS  

– FOR PEACE OF MIND – 
 

Addressing one’s mortality can be sobering.  Pre-planning 
provides a way to move beyond anxiety, towards clear, 
thoughtful decision making.  It makes sense for families 
to have a plan in place. 
 

Call the Windsor Jewish Funeral Services phone 
number at 519-564-6788 and one of our Funeral 
Directors can answer all of your questions, such as: 
 

 What type of service, location 
 Picking your plot location 
 Who you want as pall bearers 
 Who you would like to deliver the eulogy 
 Halachic Guidelines 
 Prices 
 Special requests 

 

Your wishes will be recorded, saved and kept 
confidential.   
 

Pre-planning a funeral is one of the most important 
things you will do and feel good once it’s done. 
 

Make the call today. 

Congregation Shaar 
Hashomayim is a proud 
member of the Paradise 

Charitable Gaming Centre 
Association. 

 
Bingos are held at Paradise Bingo, 2340 Dougall 
Avenue.  If you or any of your friends are bingo 
players, please be sure to use this venue as your 
preferred location. 
 
Thank you, to the following Bingo Volunteers who 
have worked the Bingos during the months of 
September and October 2025: 
 
 Fran Enkin  Tamir Frenkel 
 Alicia Frenkel  Heather Rudover 
 Nir Frenkel  Lindie Rudover 

 
If you would like to volunteer for a couple hours, 
please call the Shaar office at 519-256-3123 or 
email shaar@mnsi.net 

MAY - OCTOBER 

 

NOVEMBER-APRIL 

 

Owner 



 

WINDSOR JEWISH BOOK FAIR 
 

 
 

The Windsor Jewish Book Fair is back on 
Sunday, November 23rd, 2025 - a full day of 
readings, conversation, art and music at the 
Windsor Jewish Federation & Community Centre.  
Join us from 1:00–8:00 PM for story times and a 
kid's corner, author talks, panels, opportunities 
to get a library card, stuff a bag full of books and 
an evening concert! 
 
*Individual author and panel information will be 
released shortly, so keep your eyes peeled!*  
 
All ages welcome – bring friends, family and a 
love of stories. All activities before 7pm are 
FREE! 
 
Tickets are required for the 7:00 PM concert – 
grab your seats soon at: 
https://jewishwindsor.org/event/book-fair/ 
as space is limited for the concert! 
 
Supported by the City of Windsor’s Arts, Culture 
and Heritage Fund (ACHF) www.achfwindsor.ca 

 
 

WINDSOR JEWISH BOOK FAIR 

CLOSING CONCERT 
 

 
 

Yale Strom & Elizabeth Schwartz are internationally 
acclaimed performers whose work bridges music, 
culture and storytelling.  
 
Violinist, composer and ethnographer, Yale Strom, is a 
pioneer in the klezmer revival, with more than three 
decades of field research among Jewish and Roma 
communities in Central and Eastern Europe. His 
compositions - spanning chamber works to symphonies 
- blend klezmer with jazz, classical, Romani and 
Sephardic influences and his award-winning films and 
books have made him one of the foremost interpreters 
of Jewish culture today.  
 
Vocalist Elizabeth Schwartz, hailed as “The Edith Piaf of 
Yiddish,” brings a powerful voice and emotional depth 
to their performances. She became the first woman to 
sing at Manhattan’s historic Eldridge Street Synagogue 
and is featured in the documentary Searching for 
Schwartz.  

 
Together, Strom and Schwartz create concerts that are 
rich, soulful and deeply rooted in Jewish tradition - 
celebrating heritage through music that speaks to the 
past and resonates powerfully in the present. We hope 
you can join us on Sunday, November 23rd, 2025 at 
7pm to hear this masterful duo live in concert! Space is 
limited so grab your tickets early at 
www.jewishwindsor.org 

Tax Planning-Planned Giving 

Plan now to save taxes later. 

 
Let’s consider David, who owns $100,000.00 of 
bank stock which he bought decades ago at 
$40,000.00. He also had $250,000.00 remaining 
in his RRIF. Without any planning, his tax bill for 
the year of death would be approximately 
$15,000 of capital gains tax on the bank stock 
and up to $134,000 of tax on the RRIF, 
depending on his other income in the year of 
death. 
 
If David decides to leave the $100,000 bank 
stock to a charity in his will, he will save the 
$15,000 in capital gains tax upon death, and get 
a donation receipt for $100,000 which can save 
him approximately $50,000 in tax when applied 
against the tax owing on the RRIF. 
 
The Charity gets $100,000.00 and the estate has 
saved $65,000.00 in tax. 
As with any tax-planned giving, be sure to 
consult with your tax advisor and lawyer to 
ensure these strategies make sense in the 
context of your entire estate plan. 

 

 KIDDUSH SPONSORS 
 

A Kiddush was held on 

Saturday, October 11th, 2025: 
In memory of beloved father, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather, William Abraham 

(AH).  Sponsored by Dave & 
Donna Abraham & Judy Adler. 
 
A Kiddush was held on 
Saturday, November 1st, 

2025: 
In memory of beloved mother and 
grandmother, Ernesztina Hensz 

(AH).  Sponsored by Tzvi 
(George) Hensz. 

Saturday, November 29th, 

2025: 

In memory of beloved father, 
Jacob (Jack) Douglas (AH).  
Sponsored by Bernice, Howard & 
Sherri Douglas. 
 
Saturday, December 27th, 

2025: 

In memory of beloved parents, 
Elena & Peter Tcherkezov 

(AH).  Sponsored by Nona 
Tcherkezova. 
 

KIDDUSH SPONSORS 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Kiddush or Sunday 
Breakfast, please call or email the Shaar Office to 
schedule at: 519-256-3123 / shaar@mnsi.net 

 

CONDOLENCE CARDS 

 

“MAY G-D COMFORT YOU AMONG OTHER 
MOURNERS OF ZION AND JERUSALEM” 

 

To: Fran Parnes & Family 
In memory of beloved husband, 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, Louis Parnes (AH). 

By: Mark Abraham & Family 
 Michael Gordner & Family 
 Dr. Jerry Kopstein 
 Irene Schen 
 Ruthie, David & Jesse Waltman 
 Maxwell & Juanita Zalev 
 Dave & Donna Abraham & Family 
 Susan & David Berger 
 Bruce & Nancy Elman  
 Cheryl Gold, Michelle & Jennifer 



 

CONDOLENCE CARDS 

 

“MAY G-D COMFORT YOU AMONG OTHER 
MOURNERS OF ZION AND JERUSALEM” 

 

To: Fran Parnes & Family 

In memory of beloved husband, 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, Louis Parnes (AH). 

By: Rick Gordner & Talia, Carly & Jacob 
 Joy Eskin (Moskovic) & Family  
 Jerry Eskin 
 Terry Peretz 
 Jeffrey & Estelle Slopen 
 Howard & Danielle Spinner 

 
 

To: Jackie Connelly 
In memory of beloved husband, father 
and grandfather, Peter Connelly 

(AH). 
By: Myra Brachfeld 
 

GOOD HEALTH WISHES 
 

To: David Lazarus 

Get well soon. 
By: Dave & Donna Abraham & 

Family  
 The Brachfeld’s 

 

To: Lawrence Pazner 
Get well soon. 

By: Dave & Donna Abraham & 
Family  

 
 

 
 
 

MAZEL TOV 

 

To:  Tzvi Hensz 

  In honour of your 
engagement to Rachelle 
Bourdeau.  

By:  Dave & Donna Abraham & 
Family 

 

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
 

If you know of a Jewish 
resident in a nursing home, 
please notify the Shaar office 
so we can keep our list as up-

to-date as possible.  Please call 519-256-3123 or 
email: shaar@mnsi.net 
 

JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF TORONTO 
 

Please consider joining the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Toronto.  
We offer programs available by 
Zoom on a monthly basis, resources 

and mentoring to individuals who wish to explore their roots.  
Membership is only $40 a year and is tax deductible.  For 
information, contact Windsor member and JGS Toronto 
secretary, Ken Golish, kgolish@jgstoronto.ca or check out 
our website, www.jgstoronto.ca 

 

DONATION FUNDS 
 

To assist you in designating where you wish 
your contributions/donations to be applied, the 
following are general and specific funds 
available: 
 Cemetery Beautification Fund 
 Sanctuary Repair Fund 
 Torah Restoration 
 

 CANDLES FOR SALE IN THE 

SHAAR OFFICE 
 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUES 
 

Memorialize a loved one. 
 

Purchase a Yahrzeit Plaque to be mounted 
on the Synagogue Memorial Board. 

 

 
 

MISC. ITEMS AVAILABLE 
 

 

“THE WISHING WELL” 
 

The Congregation Shaar 
Hashomayim “Wish List” at 
this time is as follows: 

 New Lawnmower for Shaar 
 New Siddurs 
 New Carpet for Sanctuary 
 New Flooring for Classrooms  
If you wish to donate towards the above, 
please contact the Shaar Hashomayim 
office at 519-256-3123 or email: 
shaar@mnsi.net 

KOSHER PRODUCTS IN 

WINDSOR 
 

Please support the following grocery stores that 
carry Kosher products in Windsor: 

 

 
Metro: 11729 Tecumseh Rd. E. & Banwell Rd. 

   

 
Real Canadian Superstore: 2430 Dougall Ave. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Congregation Shaar Hashomayim 
welcomes our newest members: 
 

 Shmuel Chaim Jeremias and Chana Jeremias  
 Joy Dijkman 

 

RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL 
 

 
 

TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THIS MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER, 

PLEASE JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST 
 

Our newsletter is delivered 
quicker by email 

 
HELP US SAVE ON POSTAGE 

AND PAPER COSTS, BY 
SENDING YOUR 

EMAIL ADDRESS TO shaar@mnsi.net 

 
 
  

Shabbat Box of 12 $ 2.00 

Yahrzeit Candle $ 1.00 

Members $ 200.00 

Non-Members $ 250.00 

Chumash (ArtScroll) $ 75.00 
Sigal ‘Tree of Life’ Inscribed 
Leaf: 

  

Members $ 118.00 
Non-Members $ 144.00 

Sigal Tree of Life Inscribed 
Stone 

 
$ 

 
1,000.00 

Card Donations (Minimum) $ 12.00 
Kiddush Sponsorship:   

Members $ 100.00 
Non-Members $ 150.00 

Sunday Morning Minyan 
Breakfast 

 
$ 

 
75.00 



 

 



 


